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Guitarist

electrifies crowd at symphony
BILL JONES
Sun Correspondent

Classical guitarist Gerardo Perez Capdevila electrified the Charlotte Symphony Orchestra Sunday evening at the
Charlotte Performing Arts Center in Punta Gorda with a virtuoso performance on his six-string acoustical Spanish guitar.
Under the baton of CSO maestro Raffaele Ponti, Capdevila brought the audience to its feet twice with long, loud
applause and shouts of “bravo.”
Capdevila, a native of Cuba renowned around the world for his teaching and playing, who now lives in Port Charlotte,
captivated first with a stirring rendition of Heitor Villa-Lobos’ “Concerto Guitar & Small Orchestra,” before being brought
back by the audience for a rare, mid-concert encore, an up-tempo “El Colibri,” or “The Hummingbird.”
With his fingers moving along the strings literally with the speed of a hummingbird, the ovation was even louder the
second time around.
It was the second time for Villa-Lobos and a heralded guest soloist for the orchestra. Last season, it was Villa-Lobos’
“Harmonica Concerto,” with Robert Bonfiglio, which also brought standing ovations.
The concert began with Howard Hanson’s “Symphony No. 5, Sinfonia Sacra,” the American composer’s miniature sacred
symphony masterpiece, inspired by the Gospel of John, and the Resurrection of Christ — a passionate, emotional piece,
expressing a depth of feeling, without words.
The second half of the program brought Russian pianist and composer Sergei Rachmaninoff’s powerful classic,
“Symphonic Dances,” his last and most acclaimed composition.
In three movements featuring rich, lush orchestral colors, Dances covered Russian Church music, a lilting waltz and
Spanish dances.
It featured strings, brass and tympani, with a rare trio of oboe, clarinet and saxophone, and a majestic, crescendo close,
bringing another standing ovation.
In a post-concert interview, Capdevila said it was “so exciting” to appear before his hometown audience. “I had so much
emotion. The applause was wonderful. Now they know I’m here.”
He also revealed that his guitar, costing well into four figures, was the product of another Port Charlotte resident
recognized around the world, but apparently not well-known here.
He said his guitar was made by 86-year-old Pablo Quintana, who, he said, is the top maker of classical Spanish guitars in
the world.
He also expressed concern that in this area electric guitars rule. “It’s a shame,” he said, “that they don’t realize the beauty
of a (acoustic) Spanish guitar.”
He was set to entertain the audience in Ponti’s pre-concert 6:30 p.m. lecture Sunday, but technical problems with the
stage lighting canceled the lecture, and at one point threatened the concert itself.
Ken Barber, orchestra chairman, said it was “very unfortunate” that the lecture had to be canceled, but he was glad the
glitch was repaired in time to allow the concert to go on as scheduled.
The orchestra’s next concert is scheduled for 7:30 p.m., on Sunday, March 8, at the Charlotte Performing Arts Center, 701
Carmalita St., in Punta Gorda. It will feature the music of Johannes Brahms, Claude Debussy, Gustav Mahler and Johann
Strauss Jr.
For information, 941-205-9703, or www.charlottesymphony.com.
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Virtuoso; vir·tu·o·so, /vərCHəˈwōsō/, noun; a person highly skilled in music or another artistic pursuit.
Synonyms: genius, expert, master, past master, maestro, artist, prodigy, marvel, adept, professional,
doyen, veteran.
Anyone around Ruidoso that has heard guitarist Gerardo Perez Capdevila play the guitar can attest the definition
fits him to tee. He has performed at various venues in town, but folks can see him, from 6 to 10 p.m. every Friday at
Wendell's at Inn of the Mountain Gods.
Born in Guantanamo, Cuba, Perez Capdevila began music studies at eight years old Jose A. under the tutelage of
Ramirez, Aldo Rodríguez, Víctor Pellegrini and Jesus Ortega.
Perez Capdevila was always interested in music, but as a youngster he did not lean towards the guitar. Instead, he
had a keen interest in learning to play the accordion. Fortunately for us, the school didn't offer that class. After
studying music theory for two years, he took to the guitar and the rest is history.
He graduated “Licentiate in Music with Specialization in Guitar.” Perez Capdevila studied in master classes with
teachers Costas Cotsiolis (Greece), David Russell (Great Britain), Eliot Fisk (Unted States) and Héctor García
(Cuba) the Executive Director of the Emilio Pujol Foundation.
Perez Capdevila left Cuba in 1994 and has traveled to more than 20 countries, even living in Bolivia, Mexico and
Germany.
Perez Capdevila earned five national prizes in Cuba, along with seven international prizes in Poland, Germany,
Venezuela, Cuba, Mexico, Chile and France. In 1992, in Martinique, he obtained the “First Prize of Composition”
with the work “Hemistiquio,” for guitar, that he co-authored with Jorge L. Sosa.
Perez Capdevila has performed in the United States and in several countries in Europe. He performed in the world
premiere of “Concert for Guitar and Orchestra,” by the Spanish composer Carlos Cruz de Castro.
He also recorded the CD "Sedruol," and a segment for the Bolivian movie, "The Day that the Silence Died.” In 1997,
the periodical “Editorial Música Mundana Maqueda SL,” of Madrid, Spain, published "13 Pieces," of the Bolivian

author Willy Claure. In 2001, Perez Capdevila founded the National Festival and Competition of GuitarCochabamba-Bolivia.
Before moving to New Mexico, Perez Capdevila and his wife Lourdes and their teenage son lived in Miami, Fla. for
five years. Through his teacher and friend, Garcia, who now lives in Albuquerque, Perez Capdevila came to New
Mexico and decided to move to Ruidoso. He credits local musician Tomas Vigil with helping him settle in and land
the job at Wendell's.
When asked why an accomplished artist such as himself would settle in Ruidoso, Perez Capdevila said living a
stress-free life was at the top of his list.
"Sometimes when you get older, you don't want to live in the big city," Perez Capdevila said. "When I moved from
Miami, it was because of that."
Missing the ocean and driving in the snow are the draw backs, but simple mountain living and having the ability to
do what he loves bring balance to those inconveniences.
"I'm very happy because now I have to do many versions for the guitar and I can compose music, I'm doing that
now," he said.
Perez Capdevila has recorded another CD besides "Sedruol" and he plans on recording a fusion instrumental
CD featuring his new compositions in the near future. The style will reflect his wide range of talents.
Perez Capdevila also was a teacher and a member of the National School of Music of Havana, Cuba, of the School
of Music of Zacatecas's Autonomous University, Mexico, of the Conservatoire Milan, Laredo Institute of
Cochabamba, Bolivia and the Miami Conservatory of Music.
His pupils have won more than 20 national prizes and have been accepted in several European's and American’s
conservatoires.
He still teaches today and offers private tutorials using a classical guitar with nylon strings. His classes focus on
classical guitar, but he said once students learn the basics they can branch off into any direction they choose.
"If you have the technique, you can prepare your fingers for all of that, of course, it is better for you as a
musician," Perez Capdevila said.
Besides his regular engagement at Wendell's, see Perez Capdevila play for the Lorenzo Pimentel Tribute in
Albuquerque Feb. 18 and at 3 p.m. in the Sierra room in Alto Lakes Country Club Feb. 19. Tickets are available at
Sacred Grounds Coffee and Tea House.
To learn more about Gerardo Perez Capdevila, visit his website at gerardoperezcapdevila.com.
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For more information on Gerardo Perez Capdevila, visit gerardoperezcapdevila.com or email him
at gepecap@usa.com

